
 
 

April 27, 2017 

 

Dear LEISD Community,   

 

Last spring, school times were adjusted for all levels to meet the new requirements as outlined 

in HB 2610 requiring 75,600 minutes and our adopted school calendar. As with all decisions, 

our focus is on the best interest of our students and we make changes as needed based on our 

observations and feedback from the community. Throughout this school year, the administrative 

team has taken into consideration feedback from community members, teachers, as well as 

students and have revised the school start times for the 2017-2018 school year. District and 

campus level administrators as well as transportation, child nutrition, coaching and fine arts staff 

have worked together over the past several months to address the concerns expressed over the 

school start times for the current year.   

 

On Monday, April 24, at the School Board Meeting, LEISD district administration presented the 

revised school start times. The District presented the following as start times for the 2017-2018 

school year: 

 

 

Campuses Current Year Start Times 
2016-2017 

REVISED Start Times  
2017-2018  

K-5 Campuses 7:20-2:55 8:05-3:40 

Prestwick 8:05 - 3:40 8:05-3:40 

Lakeside and Powell 8:05 - 3:40 8:55 - 4:30 

Little Elm High School  8:55 - 4:30 7:20 - 2:55 

 

 

Several factors were considered prior to a proposal being developed and presented to the 

Board of Trustees for discussion. Some of these factors are: 

 

● Busing routes and road access through the six municipalities served (Little Elm, Frisco, 

Oak Point, The Colony, Lakewood Village, and Hackberry) as well as transporting 

students from the northern portions of the District along the 380 corridor around the lake.  

This necessitates no less than 45 minutes between school start times in order for buses 

to complete its routes. In order to run a two-tier system of transportation with only two 

levels of start times would cost the District valuable resources that are needed to hire 

additional teachers to meet our growth. The cost has been estimated at over $1 Million.  

● This year-to-date, we have had over 200 partial-day subs at the high school to cover the 

last period of the day for coaches to leave early for games. Not only is this a financial  

 



 
 

cost to the District but instructional cost to students as well in excess of 1,500,000 

instructional minutes. This prompted the high school to request an earlier start time. 

● More than 60% of our high school students are also involved in extracurricular activities. 

The earlier end time will allow them to have practice, get homework completed, and in 

many cases work in the evenings, complete CTE Practicums, or spend time with their 

families.   

● AlphaBest will be offering child care services at the campuses in the mornings, in 

addition to the services they provide after school.   

 

The District continually strives to improve and make decisions we believe are in the best interest 

of our students. We value the partnership between the LEISD community and the District and as 

a result, we will continue to see great things happening for our students.    

 

 

Sincerely,   

LEISD Administration 

 


