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Need to talk to someone personally- don’t hesitate! 
For personal questions or inquiries do not hesitate to contact your Proud Prestwick 
Principal.  You can reach Christine Gibson at 972.292.1847 extension 15024 or email 
directly at cgibson@leisd.ws.  Remember your child’s success is my number one priority! 
 
What's the time frame for receiving the confirmation letter on the student's academy 
choice? 
In an effort to have every student assigned to Academy, there was one last reopening of 
the School Choice option.  This window closes February 28th at midnight.  Families will 
receive notification early March 2014.  Stay tuned to our page how you will be notified.  
 
You can also receive text message updates of school wide events such as this from 
Christine Gibson.  To get these please do the following.  Send a text message to number 
40404.  In the subject area type follow PrestwickSTEM (no spaces).  Once you press send 
you will receive a notification that you are following @PrestwickSTEM.  This is a great 
way to stay connected.  
	  
When will those added to STEM wait list know if they made it in? How will they be 
notified? 
All students whom received notification that they were on the wait list or sibling waitlist 
for Prestwick will be notified promptly if a spot becomes available.  Again families will be 
notified ONLY if a spot has opened for them to come off the waitlist.  The Prestwick 
waitlist will continue to be maintained by the selection committee and not by the 
administrators of the campus.  If you are unsure please call our Support Center office at 
972.292.1847 
 
I recently moved to the area and did not attend meetings or know about selecting and 
Academy. What should I do? 
We would love to hear from you so that your child will be ready to select courses for next 
year.  All LEISD sixth through eighth graders will be proud members of an academy.  
Please take advantage of the reopening of the LEISD School Choice option online at 
www.leisd.ws . 
 
For assistance you can contact either Lakeside Middle school @ 972-292-3200 if you 
wish to join the Arts and Humanities or Public Service Academy.  If you wish to select 
STEM you may contact the LEISD Support Center @ 972-292-1847 to check for space 
availability.   
	  
What will the start time be at STEM? Will it be the same for Elementary and MS? 
We are all eager to hear what our start times will be.  The district is carefully studying 
influencing factors and gaining input to make this important decision.  We hope to create 
a schedule that is best for students and their learning as well as accommodate things 
such as students traveling among campuses for things such as band and athletics.  Please 
watch our website and LEISD publications, automated updates from Mrs. Gibson for 
updates.   
	  
 
 
 



If you want to go to another school how can you change the school selection? 
If you have decided at this time that you wish to change you Academy please take 
advantage of the reopening of the school choice window.  It will close for the final time at 
midnight on February 28th.  This important step will allow your child to select next year’s 
courses in March.  All attempts will be made to meet your learners needs based upon 
space availability in each Academy.  For assistance you can communicate with Lakeside 
Middle School @ 972-292-3200 or the LEISD Support Center @ 972-292-1847. 
 
Will Alphabest be offered? 
Aftercare will be provided for elementary students K-5 but not for students in grades 6-8.  
This is consistent with current availability at LEISD campuses.  It has not yet been 
determined if the services will be provided by Alphabest or another provider.  Please 
watch our website(s) for updates.  
 
It doesn't look like foreign language is offered at STEM, is that correct? 
Bilingualism is a fantastic asset and at STEM we value students from diverse 
backgrounds with bilingual abilities.  However, yes that is correct as far as course 
offerings- Exploratory Languages and Spanish 1 Non- Heritage are offered at both Arts 
and Humanities and Public Service Academy and more advanced courses such as 
Spanish Heritage II and AP Spanish Heritage III will be offered currently in the Arts and 
Humanities Academy.   
	  
Do we know yet whether band students will have band in the mornings and then 
transport to Prestwick, or in the afternoons? 
At this time we do not.  Typically the section of band is dependent on grade level and 
other information we gain after students select their courses and we begin to work on 
next years schedule.  As we have this information we will communicate it to students and 
families.  
 
Can my child participate in Honors band if they attend STEM? 
Beginners band, Symphonic band and Concert band are the excellent offerings available 
to our students at Prestwick STEM Academy.  Honors band will be available to students 
in the Arts and Humanities and Public Services Academies. Please visit the drafted 
course guide for Middle School students at Prestwick webpage.  Please note there may be 
slight revisions to this document in the future.  
 
 
Who will determine if a child needs more or less of a subject?   
Prestwick will utilize a modular schedule where we will have the capability to 
individualize their learning based per subject area.  This will allow flexibility for learners 
to get what they need versus all getting one standard time amount per content.  It will 
also allow time for independent study and collaboration for students to work on projects.   
 
All decisions about time each leaner may need per subject will be based on facts and data 
such as tests (previous STAAR and/or RenSTAR scores), class performance, current 
grades and current content being learned.  Learners and facilitators will constantly 
evaluate that need as it may change based on subject matter and learner needs.  As this 
will be our first year to use a modular schedule for our middle school - both learners, 
facilitators, families and administrators will commit to regularly evaluate how we can 
best utilize this schedule.  
 



How many sections will your average day hold?   
As we develop our modular schedule, our best projection is that students who will 
travel for band or athletics will have room in their schedule for 2 electives in addition to 
their 4 core classes (6 total courses).  Students who will not travel for band or athletics 
will have room for 3 elective selections in addition to their 4 core classes.   
 
 
If I am currently in Compacted Math as a 6th grader- what will you take next year as a 7th 
grade student? 
Congratulations on accepting that challenge!  Next year you will take Algebra 1 at STEM.  
This should be a very limited number of our students.  Recall compacted math is only 
offered in 6th grade at the Arts and Humanities and Public Service Academy and students 
are selected based upon specific criteria.   We look forward to prepare you to begin 
gaining your high school credits! 
 
How will students do engineering homework on Chromebooks if it does not support 
software? 
Great question!  In my discussion this week with our 6-8 Engineering teacher, Mr. 
Cardenas he assured me that the work students need software for will be available to 
students during class via our desktops located in each grade level learning spaces.  
Typically students complete all work/projects during their class period.  Any thing sent 
home for work or extension would not require software access.   
 
 
Other Comments: 
We would like you to creatively consider choral courses under “Music” umbrella for 
STEM.  We believe our children can be STEM minded and Fine Arts.   
Thank you for your input – we hope to offer musical course work that will be exciting 
and engaging for our students.   At this time I am in discussion with Judy Smith our 
Music teacher to find a way to offer a mixed level/gender choir course as an elective 
course offered to 6-8th grade students.   We may offer additional sections of choir based 
on enrollment and course selection in March. 
 
 
Should any if this information change we will do our best to keep you informed and 
again always make decisions based on what is best for LEISD students! Thank you again 
for your participation in the Chart Your Course 2014 event.   
 
 
	  
	  


